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Ensuring adequate training for all practitioners will require attention to initial qualifying training for prehospital providers, to beginning years of education for other health professionals, to graduate and residency training programs for nurses and physicians, and to continuing education courses. The committee specifically recommends that:
•   organizations that accredit training programs for prehospital care providers require that the curricula for EMT-Basic, EMT-Intermediate, and EMT-Pararnedic provide training in pediatric basic life support; in the medical, developmental, and social needs of all children; and in caring for children with special health care needs.
•   accreditation organizations require that curricula for EMT-Paramedic programs include training in advanced life support for children.
•   appropriate accrediting organizations require that the primary curricula for all health care professionals include training in basic resuscitation skills and the use of the emergency medical services system. These curricula must give specific attention to the unique medical, developmental, and social needs of children.
•   appropriate accrediting organizations ensure that graduate nursing programs in emergency, pediatric, and family practice nursing include training in emergency care for children, including advanced resuscitation.
•   the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education ensure that residency programs for emergency medicine, family medicine, pediatrics, and surgery include training in emergency care for children, including advanced resuscitation.
Continuing education courses (e.g., PALS, APLS) are currently a major source of training in pediatric emergency care for existing practitioners. Although such courses are not sufficient by themselves as a long-term approach to providing needed training, they are an essential component of an overall program of EMS-C training. Because most providers will have limited opportunities to apply their knowledge and skills, they need training resources that will enable them to refresh their skills and to learn about current practice guidelines.
All parties involved with EMS-C should address certain other education and training issues as well. These include making appropriate training available and affordable, particularly to volunteers and to providers in rural areas; evaluating education and training efforts with special attention to the problem of poor retention of CPR and other skills (by members of the public and by health care providers); establishing a central source of information on EMS-C education and training materials; and financing education and training.